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Useful Numbers 

 

Doctors.... Avon Valley 
Upavon   630221     Durrington    653378   

Cross Plains    652221 
 

Salisbury Hospital  01722 336262      
NHS Help Line  111    Police 101 

 

Gas  0800 111999  Electricity  0800 0727282   
Environmental  Agency  0800 807060      

Flood Line   0345 9881188 
 

Plainwatch  01980 674700. 
PLAINWATCH@landmarc.mod.uk 

 

Upavon Link   07501004349       
Durrington Link   01980 594857 

 

Schools 
Rushall C of E Primary  01980 630360 

Avon Valley College  01980 652467 
Pewsey Vale Secondary School 

  01672 565000 
 

Upavon Village Store & Post Office  
01980 630268 

 

mailto:PLAINWATCH@landmarc.mod.uk


WHO TO CONTACT: 

 
Team Rector: Revd. Canon Deborah Larkey (Day off Friday): Tel: 01672 851746 
deborahlarkey@btinternet.com The Rectory, Woodborough, Pewsey, SN9 5PH 
Team Vicars: Revd. Jennifer Totney (Day off Friday) Tel: 01672 562886 
jennifer.totney@gmail.com The Rectory, Pewsey SN9 5DL; 
 Revd. Mark Windsor (Day off Thursday): Tel: 01672 564265 
markwindsor923@btinternet.com, The Vicarage, Wilcot, Pewsey, SN9 5NS. 
 
Licensed Lay Minister, Anne Mantle. 
Rural Dean: Revd. Canon Gerald Osborne, Tel: 01672 563459.  
   

PEWSEY TEAM OFFICE:  Bouverie Hall, Pewsey  01672 562221  
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 11am to 3pm; Wednesday 12noon to 3pm. 
EMAIL:  team.office@valeofpewsey.org    website: http//www.valeofpewsey.org 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Upavon   Dr Bill Coker   01980 630803 

   Dr Virginia Thorne             630830 
Rushall   Vacancies   
 

Charlton St Peter Mrs Rosie Cunningham   630321 

   Mrs Ali Lacey   630385 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mr Bill Bracher                    630173 
Mrs Anne Prince     630008 

    

UPAVON RUSHALL & CHARLTON LINK 
 Link Line             07501 004349 
 

TOGETHER MAGAZINE ADVERTISING AND REVENUE and items of news or 
notices for the next issue, contact the Together team, Tel: 01980 630023  or   
email: togethermag@btinternet.com by the 15th of the month, please.   

 
Please contact a member of the clergy to discuss Baptisms, Weddings, 
Funerals, Confirmation, the Blessing of your home, Service of Prayer and 
Dedication, Renewal of Wedding Vows. To visit in hospital, and the dying at 
home or in hospital. The clergy are here to help and serve, with our Lay 
Pastoral Assistants 
 
 

HOSPITAL VISITS - If you need a visit in hospital, or know someone who has been 

taken in who would like a visit, please contact a member of the clergy. 
 

HOME COMMUNIONS - If you know someone who is unable to get to church and 

wishes to receive Communion, please contact Bill Bracher on 01980 630173 and he 

will make arrangements for this to happen. 
 

  

mailto:deborahlarkey@btinternet.com
mailto:jennifer.totney@gmail.com
mailto:markwindsor923@btinternet.com
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THE CLERGY LETTER   
 

My wife, Jane, and I have just enjoyed a wonderful walk in West Woods near 
Marlborough. Jane cycles through the woods every day on her way to work in 
Pewsey and over the past week has noticed the bluebells cascading down the slopes 
of the woods like a waterfall. So, we thought that we must go and see them before 
they begin to fade.  
Walking through the trees, the swathes of bluebells looked stunning. In many places, 
they covered large areas of the woodland floor. I took several photographs, but 
know that they will not do the scene justice. The sunlight was filtering through the 
beech trees lighting the new leaves so that they looked more yellow than green. 
Shadows cast over the ground made some bluebells look darker than others. I tried 
to capture the moment with portrait shots of trees and leaves against the sky and 
bluebells on the ground round the trunks. I also crouched down to get close-ups of 
the spring flowers.  
Kneeling on last year’s bracken, I was aware of this year’s bluebells growing through 
old brambles and beside the stumps of tree trunks, which had fallen a long time ago. 
The stumps were covered in moss and the bluebells stood out against the bright 
yellow green of the moss. The sight was awe inspiring and reminded me that we 
worship an awesome Creator God. The natural response to worship and thank God 
for the beauty of nature.  
On our way home, Jane and I commented that we were not so aware of the bluebells 
in West Woods last year. We then realised that during the first lockdown in spring 
2020 we could not walk through these woods when the bluebells were at their 
prime. It has been a difficult year for everyone and really tough for many people, but 
through it all, the seasons have come and gone. The bluebells are a reminder that 
they came and died last year and they have grown again this year. The signs of trees 
from years ago and the growth of other plants from previous springs are scattered 
on the woodland floor. This year’s growth comes beside and through them. They are 
all part of these glorious woods.  
As we reflect on our lives and our families, we understand how our past experiences 
and those who have gone before us, help to make us the people who we are today. 
We may have had to struggle at times, but we are richer for the experience. The 
people we have known, have helped to teach us and shape us, enriching our lives. As 
individuals, families, communities, churches we live and grow alongside each other, 
caring for one another and helping each other, especially in times like the present 
pandemic. Even the smallest act of kindness, or the simplest word of 
encouragement, may help someone through a difficult time and to flourish.  
When we do these things, it is as though we are doing them for Jesus himself. He 
told us to love one another like he first loved us. When we do that, we will abide in 
Jesus and he in us, and we will flourish and bear much fruit. How wonderful our 
world would be if everyone lived like that. The whole world would look as beautiful 
as West Woods in spring. That may be a dream, but we do pray, as Jesus taught us,  



“Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”, (Matthew 6:10). 
We live in hope for that day, but in the meantime do what we can to share the love 
of God in practical, small caring ways.   
The bluebells are beautiful at the moment and will flourish for a little while yet, 
before fading and dying. They will, however, return next year. The love of God, 
however, we know is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow and will never fade. 
He is our foundation and enables us to live life to the full throughout the year. He is 
with us in whatever life brings along. 
 
I hope that you are able to enjoy the wonderful countryside around us and have a 
healthy and relaxing summer. 
 
May God bless you richly today and always, 
Stephen Skinner 
(Methodist Minister)             

 

 
FROM THE REGISTERS  
 

Funerals:  
May they rest in Peace 
  
Pamela Coles Funeral on 12th May at St Mary Magdalene, Woodborough  
 
Baptism  
Arthur Anthony Field-Johnson Baptised on 22nd May at St Mary 
Magdalene, Woodborough  
 
Wedding  
Jeremy Angell & Jenny Nutland Married on 24th April at St Mary 
Magdalene, Woodborough 

 

Churches Services at Upavon, Rushall and Charlton St Peter 

6 June 

 St Mary’s, Upavon, 9.30am Parish Communion  

 

13 June 

St Matthew’s, Rushall, 11am Holy Communion BCP 

St Peter’s, Charlton St Peter, 6pm Evening Prayer 

 

 

 



20 June 

St Mary’s, Upavon, 8am Holy Communion BCP 

St Matthew’s, Rushall, 9.30am Matins 

 

27 June 

St Mary’s, Upavon, 9.30am Informal Worship 

St Matthew’s, Rushall, 11am Morning Prayer 

St Peter’s, Charlton St Peter, 6pm Parish Communion 

 

St Mary’s Church, Upavon, Tuesdays at 9.15am. 

A short meeting of readings and prayers (about 20 minutes) with the Reverend 

Jennifer Totney which everyone is welcome to attend.  If anyone would like 

particular people or situations to be included in prayers (confidentially) - please 

contact Jennifer (jennifer.totney@gmail.com) or churchwarden Bill Coker 

(cokerwjan@btinternet.com).  

 

 
 
 

 

  

CHURCH OPENING TIMES 
 

St Peter’s Church, Charlton St Peter 
St Peter's is open for personal reflection and prayer every Tuesday 2pm-4pm and 

Saturday 10am-2pm. There is clear guidance given at the church so it can be used as 

safely as possible 

 
St Mary’s Church, Upavon 

St Mary’s is open daily from 0900-1600 hrs for personal prayer and reflection when 

the Church will be unsupervised; visitors are requested to follow the guidance notices 

on church doors and inside the church.  All are also asked to record their contact 

details in the sheets provided in case of subsequent need by NHS Test and 

Trace.  Please use hand sanitiser on entering and leaving and wear a face covering 

whilst in the building. 

 
St Matthew’s Church, Rushall 

St Matthew’s is open from 1000-1200 hrs on Sundays and Wednesdays for individual 

prayer and reflection.  Individuals are asked to comply with signage, wear a face 

covering whilst in the building and use the provided hand sanitiser. 

mailto:jennifer.totney@gmail.com
mailto:cokerwjan@btinternet.com


 

 

 

Coffee Mornings  

in St Mary’s Church, Upavon 

 

Saturday June 26th 10 to 12am 

 

Coffee will be served in the church then you 

are welcome to sit in groups of six inside the 

church or outside. 

 

 We hope to serve cakes if allowed. 

Please come and meet up with old friends. We 

have missed you. 

 

The usual Covid precautions apply 
  



  

 



 
  

Woodborough’s Memorial Garden looking lovely thanks 

to Colin & Barbara from Pewsey  

 

  
St Timothy Foundation 

 

Summer Garden Party 

at Fairacre, North Newnton 

21st June 2021 2.30pm - 4.30pm 
 

SAVE THE DATE 



 
UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Parish Council information may be seen on the Parish Council website: 
www.upavonpc.co.uk, . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

WILTSHIRE LIBRARIES 
 

 Mobile Library Service  
 
Dates and times of all mobile library stops are available online via the website 

https://libraries.wiltshire.gov.uk  and from printed timetables available from the 

mobile library. We look forward to seeing all of our customers when we next visit 

you.          

 

As with shops the mobile libraries are required to continue to operate as they were 

before the lockdown, so customers and staff will need to wear a face covering, hand 

sanitiser will be available at the door, test and trace details will be recorded and 

access will be limited to one customer at a time. These Public Health precautions are 

currently required because although increasing numbers of people have had 

vaccines there is still a risk (albeit reduced) of infection and transmission, and to 

avoid new variants causing a further lockdown; the instruction for the moment is to 

‘act like you haven’t had a jab’. If you’ve never used the mobile library before it’s 

free to join and you can use your membership card in any Wiltshire Library or online 

to access free eBooks and eMagazines. 

Rushall  10.10 - 10.30am outside the school: 21 June, 19 July, 16 Aug., 13 Sept., 11 

Oct., 8 Nov. 

Upavon  10.00 – 10.20am The Nursery, Watson Close: 7 June, 5 July, 2 Aug., 30 Aug., 

27 Sept., 25 Oct. 

 
 

http://www.upavonpc.co.uk/
https://libraries.wiltshire.gov.uk/


 

ENFORD GARDENING CLUB 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SOCIAL  

PLANT BRING & BUY SALE 

Thursday 10th June 2021 
7.00 for 7.15 pm 

ENFORD VILLAGE HALL 

 
Everyone Welcome! 

 

At last, we can get together in person, unless the COVID regulations 

change between now and Thursday 10th June. 

Further details from Fanny Middleton 01980 671645email: 

fannysurtees@btinternet.com 

 

   

mailto:fannysurtees@btinternet.com


Summer Visitors 
 

House Martins These lovely migrant birds fly from Africa to nest in the British Isles, 
many come to our area. Please do not remove their mud nests from the eaves of 
houses. The birds really don’t cause too much mess and they get very distressed if all 
their hard work is destroyed. If they cannot raise their broods then another species 
will be endangered. 
Swallows always return to their old nest sites. Please leave accesses open for them. 
If, for security, accesses have to be shut, swallows will fly through small openings to 
reach their nesting sites. 
Swifts Their centuries old nesting sites are fast disappearing. They require an access 
‘tunnel’ at least 18 inches long with a small entrance hole. Established sites in 
Upavon are in the Church and under the eaves of Gisburne House. There may be 
others – please do not block the tunnels. Swifts spend as much as nine months on 
the wing and are known to nap whilst flying! 
To report Swift nest sites please tell us, Bradford on Avon Swift Group, at 
climatechampions@gmail.com.  For advice if you find an injured Swift please contact 
Wiltshire Wildlife Hospital 07850 778752. For general advice on all things Swift, have 
a look at www.swift-conservation.org  
 

Note:  These birds are all, of course, protected species – it is an offence to disturb or 

destroy their nest sites and environments. Should you require any advice about 

these birds, or how to obtain artificial nesting boxes, and how to erect them, please 

contact Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, Tel:- 01380 725670 

 

  CHARLTON ST PETER 100 CLUB 
 
(Licensed by Wiltshire Council for the Vale of Pewsey Team of Churches.) 
 
Our April 100 Club Draw took place at the end of the month. Congratulations to the 
lucky winners:- 
£100  T. Baker (Devizes) No. 43 
£50  T. Fowle (Charlton) No. 18 
£50 J. Dixon (Charlton) No. 6 
£25   R. Cunningham (Charlton) No. 1 
£25  N. Golding (Charlton) No. 87 
Our May 100 Club Draw winners will be drawn after our service on 23

rd
 May at 6pm 

and published in the next edition of the magazine. 
 
We still have a few numbers available, so if you are interested in purchasing number 
for £5 a month, please contact Ali Lacey 630385. 

 
 

mailto:climatechampions@gmail.com
http://www.swift-conservation.org/


 

Fairfield Revisited 

Last weekend I was enjoying the sunshine and digging in my front garden when a 
white car crawled by. It went further up Fairfield and then turned and came slowly 
back. I thought maybe they were looking for someone so asked them if I could help. 
To my surprise the window opened and a lady said "Well actually it was this house 
we were interested in, as we lived here many years ago. Moreover my husband built 
it." 
Well, after that I had to ask them in to look at the house as it is now. I always knew 
that all of Fairfield had been built by the husband of the lady opposite, but it turned 
out that this man had been an apprentice of his, engaged in working on these 
houses, and was offered the chance to buy one. So this couple moved in in 1964, 
when it was only a 2 bed house with a garage. He said that all the houses on the 
north side of Fairfield had 2 bedrooms, and those on the south side had 3 bedrooms. 
They had they moved in with 2 children, and when they had a third the garage was 
converted to another bedroom. At some stage another garage had been added, 
which had itself been converted to an en-suite and study. He was most impressed 
with the study! 
As we walked around the house he said I put that wall in and commented on the 
quality of the doors. His wife in turn liked our big kitchen, and said how pokey the 
original had been - internal walls had been knocked down. And they liked the 
conservatory we had put in, complete with cats, which she said she had always had. 
"Makes a place a home to have a cat". She then mentioned that there used to be 
hedgehogs in the garden, and was very pleased when I replied that we feed 3 every 
night, though they must be umpteenth great grandchildren of her hedgehogs.  He 
remembered planting the Scots Pine at the bottom of our garden for his daughter; it 
was then (in 1964) four foot high, and now is a giant. 
They then went on to reminisce about who else lived in Fairfield. Colonel so-and-so, 
Wing Commander .., Squadron Leader ..., someone who worked at Boscombe Down, 
all military except for them and the builder opposite.  They also cleared up the 
mystery of why 37 is followed by 39, with no 38. Someone near what is now the 
Doctor's surgery bought a double plot after the bulding had all started on both sides 
from Chapel Lane. 
The final thing that she told me was that at that date there were two rival doctors in 
the village.  
It was so interesting to hear first-hand a bit of Upavon history. I hope they come 
again. 
Virginia 
  



Henry VIII’s Personality Change 
 
In his youth Henry VIII was a fine figure of a man.  He was very tall for those days at 
just over six feet.  We know his waist was a slim 32”.  He was clever enough to write 
a defence against Lutherism in 1521 for which the title of Defender of the Faith was 
awarded to him by Pope Leo X.  By all accounts he was generous, egotistic, ruthless 
and self-righteous. He found working on state papers ‘both tedious and painful’.  He 
enjoyed outdoor sports and if he’d been alive today he would have probably played 
and enjoyed rugby football.  Jousting was his sport.  Two heavily armoured men on 
heavily armoured horses, with wooden lances, each trying to unseat the other.   
Jousting was was both dangerous and expensive, particularly if injuries were received 
by either horse or rider.  The tilt, a wooden barrier, divided the contestants 
preventing collisions between the horse and rider on each side of the tilt.  Lances 
were made of wood rather than the steel lances used in real fighting.  However, 
these measures only reduced the chance of injury, not eliminated it.  A much safer 
activity was ‘running at the ring’ where the object was to catch a suspended ring of 
metal on your lance.  At the beginning of the C16th jousting was becoming much less 
popular and was regarded as an expensive waste of energy and was thought to be 
detrimental to  proper military activity.  It was decried as a dangerous and vain 
activity and was increasingly becoming a ritualised spectacle with a strict etiquette.  
However, Henry loved the activity and so did a number of his boisterous and rowdy 
hangers-on. 
In January 1536 at the age of 44 years while jousting, Henry was unseated and 
thrown from his horse in full armour.  His horse also full armoured then landed on 
him.  This was just before his estrangement from his second wife, Anne Boleyn.  He 
was reported as being unconscious for a period of about two hours.  We have few 
details as to whether he recovered slowly or quickly but at this time it was felt that 
he could be dying.  Nowadays we assess the severity of a head injury using the 
Glasgow Coma Scale which gives a score out of 15 points.  The score is based on 
three aspects of consciousness: eye opening, verbal and motor responses.  If he was 
thought to be dying we can probably assume that he had none of these activities for 
at least some time.  Using this scale it is likely that he would have scored no better 
than 6/15 which would indicate a severe head injury and today would lead to a 
hospital admission. 
No other injuries such as a skull fracture were noted and there were no localising 
signs indicating damage to particular areas of the brain.  Henry’s level of 
consciousness  improved within a two hour period leaving us with a possible 
diagnosis of diffuse axonal injury as a result of primary traumatic brain damage.  This 
results when shear strains between different parts of the brain cause distortion, 
stretching and even tearing of the very fine, thin axons in the white matter of the 
cerebral hemispheres and the brain stem.  This damage to nerve cells can be 
distributed widely throughout the brain and is responsible for the clinical picture of 
loss of consciousness.  Sometimes this last for only a few minutes and this transient  
 
 



loss of awareness and memory is classically referred to as concussion.  If it lasts 
longer it may result in profound coma and these diffuse white matter lesions are 
thought to cause many of the symptoms and disability that follows when 
consciousness is regained.  Henry VIII would have had no follow up after his injury, 
other than the observations made by his friends at court. 
There is now evidence that repeated minor head injuries in many sports; rugby 
football and riding for example, may cause cumulative brain damage and there has 
been much recent discussion concerning the onset of dementia in sports where head 
injury may be cumulative.  It is now believed that the sort of injury experienced by 
Henry VIII can result in distinct changes in mental functioning, particularly in the 
areas of memory and personality.  A post-concussional syndrome, even after a few 
minutes loss of consciousness, can cause diffuse axonal brain damage.  The resulting 
symptoms can resolve spontaneously and often do so in many patients.  However, 
these symptoms can be perpetuated by a return to stressful work or by other causes 
such as an accompanying anxiety or depression.  The injury to Henry VIII occurred at 
a particularly stressful time, but could this injury have affected the way in which he 
dealt with Anne Boleyn? 
At the time of his head injury in January 1536 Henry was pursuing Jane Seymour 
while still married to Anne Boleyn, who had given birth to a stillborn child in late 
June 1535. She gave birth again at the end of January 1536 to a stillborn son.  His 
first wife Katherine of Aragon died on 7th January 1536.  Therefore at the time of his 
injury he had a number of important life events to deal with. His treatment of Anne 
at this time was extremely cruel.  He blamed her for not giving him the son he 
desired.  (Actually Anne’s frequent miscarriages and stillborn children may have been 
due to a blood type abnormality for which Henry carried the responsible factor).  His 
passion for Jane Seymour made him determined not to go through another 
prolonged divorce and he wanted vengeance upon Anne for failing to deliver. 
Thomas Cromwell, ever the lawyer with an adaptable conscience, rigged up a 
number of false charges against Anne, at the same time dragging in a number of 
blameless courtiers.   Adultery by a queen was not treasonable under the Act of 
Treason 1351 and only a queen’s lovers would be guilty of treason for ‘violating the 
King’s companion’. However, ‘compassing the death of the King’ was high treason 
and this was used.  King Henry and Cromwell stitched up a plot to do away with an 
innocent woman for the sake of expediency.  In answer to the question I posed 
above - did his injury alone cause him to treat Anne in this cruel and shameful 
fashion?  I doubt it very much.  However, after this injury Henry’s nature became 
more violent and his behaviour more irrational and unpredictable.  It is his behaviour 
from 1536 until his death in 1547 that was almost certainly exacerbated by his 
jousting head injury.  
 
Bill Coker 
Churchwarden  

  



 
 
 

 £170,000 raised in just 36 hours for Prospect Hospice 
 
Prospect Hospice kicked off its Thanks a Million fundraiser with an online 

challenge to raise £150,000 in just 36 hours with people donating online in 

support of their work. It was overwhelmed when they hit their target early 

and raised £20,000 more than they’d set out to. 

Irene Watkins, chief executive at Prospect Hospice said: “What can I say 

other than thanks a million to everyone who has donated over the last 

couple of days to help support end of life care in this community. 

“When we embarked on this ambitious project we had no idea what the 

response would be. It was something new to us but we had confidence that 

our supporters would be there for us when we needed them. We knew the 

support for Prospect Hospice in the area was strong but I’ve been 

overwhelmed by the amount of donations we’ve received in such a short 

space of this.  

“As a charity, we’re only able to deliver our specialist care to those who need 

it thanks to generous donations of local people. Because of those donations, 

all the care we provide is free of charge to whoever needs it, whenever they 

need it. Every penny really does make a difference to our patients and I want 

to thank everyone who has donated as part of this Thanks a Million 

challenge.” 

The Thanks a Million campaign continues throughout the summer so if you 

would like to support end of life care in your community, you can donate to 

Prospect Hospice at www.prospect-hospice.net/donate. Alternatively, if 

you’d like to arrange your own activity or event in support of the charity, 

contact the team via fundraisingandevents@prospect-hospice.net to see 

how they can support you. 
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