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Useful Numbers 

 

Doctors.... Avon Valley 
Upavon   630221     Durrington    653378   

Cross Plains    652221 
 

Salisbury Hospital  01722 336262      
NHS Help Line  111    Police 101 

 

Gas  0800 111999  Electricity  0800 0727282   
Environmental  Agency  0800 807060      

Flood Line   0345 9881188 
 

Plainwatch  01980 674700. 
PLAINWATCH@landmarc.mod.uk 

 

Upavon Link   07501004349       
Durrington Link   01980 594857 

 

Schools 
Rushall C of E Primary  01980 630360 

Avon Valley College  01980 652467 
Pewsey Vale Secondary School 

  01672 565000 
 

Upavon Village Store & Post Office  
01980 630268 

 

mailto:PLAINWATCH@landmarc.mod.uk


WHO TO CONTACT: 

 
Team Rector: Revd. Canon Deborah Larkey (Day off Friday): Tel: 01672 851746 
deborahlarkey@btinternet.com The Rectory, Woodborough, Pewsey, SN9 5PH 
Team Vicars: Revd. Jennifer Totney (Day off Friday) Tel: 01672 562886 
jennifer.totney@gmail.com The Rectory, Pewsey SN9 5DL; 

 Revd. Mark Windsor (Day off Thursday): Tel: 01672 564265 
markwindsor923@btinternet.com, The Vicarage, Wilcot, Pewsey, SN9 5NS. 
 
Licensed Lay Minister, Anne Mantle. 
Rural Dean: Revd. Canon Gerald Osborne, Tel: 01672 563459.  
   

PEWSEY TEAM OFFICE:  Bouverie Hall, Pewsey  01672 562221  
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 11am to 3pm; Wednesday 12noon to 3pm. 
EMAIL:  team.office@valeofpewsey.org    website: http//www.valeofpewsey.org 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Upavon   Dr Bill Coker   01980 630803 

   Dr Virginia Thorne             630830 
Rushall   Vacancies   
 

Charlton St Peter Mrs Rosie Cunningham   630321 

   Mrs Ali Lacey   630385 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mr Bill Bracher                    630173 
Mrs Anne Prince     630008 

    

UPAVON RUSHALL & CHARLTON LINK 
 Link Line             07501 004349 
 

TOGETHER MAGAZINE ADVERTISING AND REVENUE and items of news or 
notices for the next issue, contact the Together team, Tel: 01980 630023  or   
email: togethermag@btinternet.com by the 15th of the month, please.   

 
Please contact a member of the clergy to discuss Baptisms, Weddings, 
Funerals, Confirmation, the Blessing of your home, Service of Prayer and 
Dedication, Renewal of Wedding Vows. To visit in hospital, and the dying at 
home or in hospital. The clergy are here to help and serve, with our Lay 
Pastoral Assistants 
 

 

HOSPITAL VISITS - If you need a visit in hospital, or know someone who has been 

taken in who would like a visit, please contact a member of the clergy. 
 

HOME COMMUNIONS - If you know someone who is unable to get to church and 

wishes to receive Communion, please contact Bill Bracher on 01980 630173 and he 

will make arrangements for this to happen. 
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THE CLERGY LETTER   
 
Ascension Day – Thursday 13th May 
 
 
For many years Ascension Day troubled me.   Looking at childhood bibles and 

seeing pictures of Jesus taking off like some Apollo rocket somehow lacked 

the authenticity with which my faith has been grounded.   Ascension Day 

always falls on a Thursday when few of us go to church. Far easier then to go 

seamlessly from Easter Day, and Jesus’ resurrection, to Pentecost and the 

coming of the Holy Spirit. 

To do that is to miss a key part of our faith, and one for me which helps it 

make sense, gives that authenticity and makes it relevant for today. 

We have to begin at Easter, where we see Jesus in his risen glory.   From all 

the accounts the gospels, the Acts and the epistles, there is no doubt that he 

had been transformed from his previous human bodily self; we wasn’t 

recognised immediately by his closest friends and could appear in and 

disappear from locked rooms.   Neither was he a ghost, as he could be 

touched, still bearing the marks from his crucifixion, and ate food. At one 

point he was seen by five hundred people together, so no hallucination. 

The accounts of his ascension give no indication of his changing that form as 

he ‘ascended’.  And I put ‘ascended’ deliberately in inverted commas, as 

there is little indication of the ‘take-off’ so often represented in depictions of 

the event.   When the bible talks of Jesus being ‘taken up to heaven’, it is not 

necessarily meaning in the literal vertical sense, but in the sense of 

promotion, such as a child ‘moving up’ from one form to another. 

So in essence, at his ascension, Jesus was moving, in his resurrected and 

transformed form, from the earthly dimension, confined by time and space, 

to the heavenly, where no such constraints exist. 

We are entering deep mystery here, but we should not be put off by it but 

embrace it.   There are two consequences.   The first is that he is now truly 

reigning, truly King of all creation and everything is under his authority. 

Secondly, freed from earthly time and space, he can be, as he promised, with 

each of us, wherever we are and however we feel. 

This gives us the hope and confidence, that, as we acknowledge his Kingship  

and sit under his rule, he can walk closely with us each day. As we pray to  



him, he promises never to leave us or forsake us, and whatever this life 

holds, he will be ready to take us ‘up’ into the heavenly dimension and with 

him in glory once our life in earthly time and space comes to an end. 

Revd. Canon Gerald Osborne 

 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS  
 

Funerals:  
May they rest in Peace 
Tom Brewster Funeral on 31st March at St Mary Magdalene, Woodborough  
Mary Amor Funeral on 8th April at Salisbury Crematorium  
Zanna Van Oss Funeral on 15th April at North Wiltshire Crematorium  
Michael Frankton Funeral on 23rd April at All Saints, Stanton St Bernard  
Wilma Pegler Funeral on 28th April at West Wiltshire Crematorium  
 
Baptism  
Ella Grace Smart Baptised on 11th April at St John the Baptist, Pewsey 
 

Churches Services at Upavon, Rushall and Charlton St Peter 
2 May 
 St Mary’s, Upavon, 9.30am Parish Communion  
 
9 May 
St Matthew’s, Rushall, 11am Holy Communion BCP 
St Peter’s, Charlton St Peter, 6pm Evening Worship 
 
16 May Sunday after Ascension Day 
St Mary’s, Upavon, 8am Holy Communion BCP 
St Matthew’s, Rushall, 9.30am Matins 
 
23 May Pentecost 
St Mary’s, Upavon, 9.30am Informal Worship 
St Matthew’s, Rushall, 11am Morning Prayer 
St Peter’s, Charlton St Peter, 5pm APCM; 6pm Parish Communion 
  



 

Vale of Pewsey Team church services 
 
13 May Ascension Day service at St Nicholas, Huish, 7pm 
 
30 May Trinity Sunday Team Service 11am on ZOOM 
 
Sundays:  The 11am service from St John the Baptist, Pewsey, will be ‘live streamed’ 
via our website https://www.valeofpewsey.org/ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CHURCH OPENING TIMES 
 
 
 

St Peter’s Church, Charlton St Peter 
St Peter's is open for personal reflection and prayer every Tuesday 2pm-4pm and 

Saturday 10am-2pm. There is clear guidance given at the church so it can be used as 
safely as possible 

 
 

St Mary’s Church, Upavon 
St Mary’s is open daily from 0900-1600 hrs for personal prayer and reflection when 

the Church will be unsupervised; visitors are requested to follow the guidance notices 
on church doors and inside the church.  All are also asked to record their contact 

details in the sheets provided in case of subsequent need by NHS Test and 
Trace.  Please use hand sanitiser on entering and leaving and wear a face covering 

whilst in the building. 
 
 

St Matthew’s Church, Rushall 
St Matthew’s is open from 1000-1200 hrs on Sundays and Wednesdays for individual 

prayer and reflection.  Individuals are asked to comply with signage, wear a face 
covering whilst in the building and use the provided hand sanitiser. 

 

https://www.valeofpewsey.org/


 

Coffee Mornings are Back 

 

There will be the first coffee morning since 2019 

run by St Mary’s Church, Upavon 

on Saturday May 29th. 10 to 12am 

 

Coffee will be served in the church then you are 

welcome to sit in the churchyard in small groups. We 

hope to serve cakes if allowed. 

Please come and meet up with old friends. We have 

missed you. 

 

Usual Covid precautions apply 

  



 
 

UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Parish Council information may be seen on the Parish Council website: 
www.upavonpc.co.uk, . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WILTSHIRE LIBRARIES 

 Mobile Library Service – restarting – third time lucky? 
 
Following the lifting of government restrictions Wiltshire’s North  and South Mobile 

Library service resumed in April, and is operating as before the last lockdown. Dates 

and times of all mobile library stops are available online via the website 

https://libraries.wiltshire.gov.uk  and from printed timetables available from the 

mobile library. We look forward to seeing all of our customers when we next visit 

you.          

 

As with shops the mobile libraries are required to continue to operate as they were 

before the lockdown, so customers and staff will need to wear a face covering, hand 

sanitiser will be available at the door, test and trace details will be recorded and 

access will be limited to one customer at a time. These Public Health precautions are 

currently required because although increasing numbers of people have had 

vaccines there is still a risk (albeit reduced) of infection and transmission, and to 

avoid new variants causing a further lockdown the instruction for the moment is to 

‘act like you haven’t had a jab’. Please also be aware that due to continuing parking 

issues with increased numbers of people still working from home the mobile library 

may not always be able to stop in the usual place in the village. However, whatever 

the future holds, the Mobile Library Managers will endeavour to get books through 

to you! Please look out for them and come and say hello. If you’ve never used the 

mobile library before it’s free to join and you can use your membership card in any 

Wiltshire Library or online to access free eBooks and eMagazines 

 

http://www.upavonpc.co.uk/
https://libraries.wiltshire.gov.uk/


ENFORD GARDENING CLUB 
 

We are sorry to say that there will be no meeting in May, 
but we are hoping for something in June, and have a garden 
visit and plant sale planned for July.  Our latest Newsletter 
will be out soon; please let me know if you would like to be 

added to the list and receive a copy by email. 
 
 

Apple blossom will be out soon.  Let’s hope the frost holds 
off and we can enjoy the flowers, followed by the fruit later 

in the year. 
 

 
 

Happy Gardening! 
 

Further details from Fanny Middleton 01980 671645 
email: fannysurtees@btinternet.com 
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Summer Visitors 
 

House Martins These lovely migrant birds fly from Africa to nest in the British Isles, 

many come to our area. Please do not remove their mud nests from the eaves of 

houses. The birds really don’t cause too much mess and they get very distressed if all 

their hard work is destroyed. If they cannot raise their broods then another species 

will be endangered. 

 

Swallows Swallows always return to their old nest sites. Please leave accesses open 

for them. If, for security, accesses have to be shut, swallows will fly through small 

openings to reach their nesting sites. 

 

Swifts Their centuries old nesting sites are fast disappearing. They require an access 

‘tunnel’ at least 18 inches long with a small entrance hole. Established sites in 

Upavon are in the Church and under the eaves of Gisburne House. There may be 

others – please do not block the tunnels. Swifts spend as much as nine months on 

the wing and are known to nap whilst flying! 

To report Swift nest sites please tell us, Bradford on Avon Swift Group, at 

climatechampions@gmail.com.  For advice if you find an injured Swift please contact 

Wiltshire Wildlife Hospital 07850 778752. For general advice on all things Swift, have 

a look at www.swift-conservation.org  

 

Note:  These birds are all, of course, protected species – it is an offence to disturb or 

destroy their nest sites and environments.  There was the distressing sight a few 

years ago when an active house martin nest had been wired over, preventing the 

juveniles from flying out, and they perished inside the wire.   

Should you require any advice about these birds, or how to obtain artificial nesting 

boxes, and how to erect them, please contact Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, Tel:- 01380 

725670 

It has already been reported in the media that returning swallows are already 25% 

down on previous years.  Try erecting artificial nest boxes in barns, outbuildings, 

haylofts etc to attract them to nest as traditional sites are fast disappearing. 

 

More mature trees are being felled (in some cases unnecessarily as unsuitable for 

wood burners).  The Duke of Edinburgh was a great conservationist not only this 

country but internationally, so why not plant a tree or reinstate a hedge in his 

memory?  The Woodland Trust site is a good one to consult for advice and maybe 

information for grants.  Let’s increase the foliage area in this Parish to help our birds, 

insects and mammals (Hedgehogs, e.g.) and flora.  Dedicate a wild patch in your  
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garden and create piles of dead wood.  A small pond will increase the wildlife activity 

greatly in your garden.  Let’s ‘Plant for Life’ during this recovery year from the great 

pandemic. 

Nestlings are now fledging for some species.  Dawn and dusk are danger periods for 

vulnerable fledglings so please don’t let your moggies out too early, and get them 

inside before light begins to fade, which could give bird species a chance at least to 

keep up their numbers, and, hopefully, increase them.  Recently, one was reported 

to have placed its prey - from an early morning hunting trip - on a front lawn SIX 

dead fledglings, a wood mouse still half alive and a frog not quite dead, and that was 

on just one morning.  Also, will dog owners please give feeding birds in the 

countryside the space to collect food for their young and not let their pets run 

towards them causing them to scatter.  In these lovely sunny, but often chilly days, 

birds find it very difficult to find enough food to feed their young.  Please, all of us, 

give nature a chance! 

Should you require any advice about these birds or how to obtain artificial nesting 

boxes, please telephone The Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 01380 725670. 

 
SOS Save Our Songbirds 

Parent birds are struggling to find natural food for their nestlings because of the 

lovely but chilly dry weather.  We can help the birds and their broods by feeding live 

mealworms, which are available at local pet shops.  Otherwise nestlings will be dying 

in their nests, and fledglings on the ground 

 

Hedge Cutting and Netting 1
st

 March to 1
st

 September 

 

A reminder to householders, farmers, developers et al that there is Government 

legislation in force which states clearly that the cutting/trimming of hedges during 

the bird breeding season (1
st

 March to 1
st

 September) is against the law. 

We are now at the height of the bird nesting season for first broods, so please will all 

abide by these rules to give birds a chance, thus helping to reduce the decline in bird 

numbers even further . 

Otis Tarda 

  



Upavon Allotment Society 
Allotment plot available  

 

Upavon Allotment Society encourages young people (up to 18 Years) 
to experience the benefits of growing their own produce through 

making small plots available, kindly funded by Upavon Parish Council. 
Our first year pilot has been fully subscribed and hugely successful and 
we can now offer the opportunity for an additional area (approx. 15sq 
meters) for any family within the Parish with youngsters keen to grow 

their own produce. 
 Please drop us an email at upavonallotments@gmail.com for further 
details of this exciting opportunity to join the thriving community of 

families on the Townend Allotments Site. 
  

 

CHARLTON ST PETER 100 CLUB 
 
(Licensed by Wiltshire Council for the Vale of Pewsey Team of Churches.) 
 
Our March 100 Club Draw took place at the end of the month. 
Congratulations to the lucky winners:- 
£100  J. Mead (Charlton) No. 30 
£50  R. Giles (Charlton) No. 60 
£50 N. Golding (Charlton) No. 87 
£25   G. Dixon (Charlton) No. 5 
£25  D. Harvey (Charlton) No. 39 
Our April 100 Club Draw winners will be drawn after our service on 25th April 
at 6pm and published in the next edition of the magazine. 
 
We still have a few numbers available, so if you are interested in purchasing 
number for £5 a month, please contact Ali Lacey 630385. 
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Medical Illness in the Great, Good and Not So Good 
 

We are having local elections at the moment.  I only know this because postal 

deliveries are made even bulkier than normal by letters from would-be councillors, 

urging us to vote for them.  This set me thinking:  what sort of process do we use to 

scrutinise our potential leaders?  How do the political parties choose candidates 

from what must be a substantial list for those who consider themselves fit to govern 

the rest of us?  One would like to think they have a list of desirable qualities, the 

possession of which is a ‘must have ‘ for potential mayors, borough leaders, MPs 

etc.  I find some merit in the approach that the desire to achieve political office 

should be grounds for immediate disqualification from the same. The ancient Greeks 

had a scepticism concerning their would be leaders and both Plato and Aristotle 

found fault in fundamental ideas about their so-called democracy.  This process in 

Ancient Greece did not involve either slaves or women, thereby excluding a good 

70% of the population. 

However, my concern here is that there is no process in place to check the medical 

condition of those who stand for political office.  Throughout my life as a medical 

professional and an amateur historian I have in turn been fascinated, appalled and 

sometimes unbelieving in the way in which leaders throughout history have been 

quite clearly medically unfit for political office.  If challenged many of these leaders 

would of course say they were entirely capable because their illness was being 

treated and they had received medical advice before seeking office.  

 

When he came into office John F Kennedy was 43 years old and he appeared 

youthful and full of energy.  His contemporaries on the world stage at that time were 

20-30 years older than Kennedy.  Yet he had an illness that required daily treatment 

with several steroid drugs and if untreated he could suffer serious illness or 

death.  His diagnosis of Addison’s disease was not revealed to the American public 

either during his election campaign or thereafter when in office.  His physical illness 

would certainly be aggravated by mental and physical stress and daily monitoring 

and possible adjustments in treatment would be necessary at these times.  Those of 

us who recall the Cuban Missile crisis when the world came close to nuclear war, 

would not have been reassured to know the leader of the free world was dealing 

with such a serious illness. 

 



 

 

Dr David Owen in his book In Sickness and In Power suggests the name Hubris 

Syndrome for rulers and politicians who come to believe after a period in office that 

they can do no wrong.  Hubris is a Greek word that refers to a transgression against 

one of the many Greek gods and involves an arrogant belief in one’s own power and 

ability.  In Greek theatre hubris was often followed by nemesis.  This is a retribution 

administered by the gods to those who display hubris.  He accuses both Tony Blair 

and George Bush of displaying the latter condition during and after the invasion of 

Iraq. 

 

When doctors consider the importance of illness in a leader, they are often asked 

could the illness have accounted for the leader’s behaviour.  The archetypal question 

along these lines is, “Was Adolf Hitler mad?”  This question is often asked based on 

the enormity of his crimes and film footage of his speeches in which he appears to be 

raving at his enemies, real and imagined.  When doctors are asked in court to assess 

the mental capacity of an offender in a murder case they rely on the M’Naghten 

rules. These arose from the deliberations of the judges of the House of Lords in 1843 

after a public outcry over the acquittal on a charge of murder of Daniel M’Naghten.   

The rules are not binding as a matter of strict precedent but they have been treated 

as authoritative of the law ever since the case of Sullivan in 1984.  They require that 

every person who is sane and fit to be tried should possess a sufficient degree of 

reason to be responsible for her crimes.  To be declared insane it must be shown that 

at the time of committing the offence the accused was labouring under such a defect 

of reason, from disease of the mind, as not to know the nature and quality of the act 

she was doing, or if she did know it, she did not know that it was wrong.  Using these 

rules it is clear to me that Adolf Hitler was not criminally insane and was therefore fit 

to be tried for his crimes.  He evaded trial by his suicide, but his henchmen at 

Nuremberg were tried and executed. 

Over the next few months I will consider how various illnesses have affected kings, 

queens, politicians and world leaders in more detail. 

Bill Coker, Churchwarden 

  



 

 

Save the Children 
 

The Annual Gardeners’ Fair 
 

Wednesday 12th May 2021 
 

9.00am – 2.00pm 
 

The Shambles, Market Place, Devizes 
 

Wide range of plants including unusual perennials, shrubs, 
clematis, alpines and vegetable plants 

 
Local growers and from Somerset, Dorset and Hampshire 

 
 

To donate plants or to book table space please contact 
Jennifer Brisker 01672 851925 

Jbrisker1@aol.com 
 

Registered charity in England & Wales no. 213890 
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 Help us deliver our important conservation work in the North 

Wessex Downs  

The North Wessex Downs Landscape Trust charity has launched 

its first online raffle.  

Events, where important funds would normally be raised, haven’t 

been able to take place, so an online raffle seemed an 

appealing way to maintain this important work, especially with 

the impact of Covid-19 on businesses and commerce.  

Chairman Donald Sherlock said, ‘These funds are vital to our 

conservation work and community projects through our 

Sustainable Development Fund. The raffle has just one prize 

incorporating some of the best of the North Wessex Downs – 

kindly donated by Ron Forbes at The Crown & Anchor in Ham, 

Crofton Beam Engines and Wilton Windmill. We urge anyone with 

an interest in this glorious part of the country to support us and 

buy tickets.’  

You can find out more about the prize and buy your tickets at 

northwessexdownslt.rallyup.com/raffle.  

The North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

(AONB) stretches across parts of Wiltshire, Hampshire, Berkshire 

and Oxfordshire, with areas of rolling chalk grassland, ancient 

woodlands, arable farmland, steep escarpments, downland 

hillsides and chalk river valleys - rich in habitats, wildlife and 

evidence of six thousand years of cultural heritage. This heritage 

is alive and active today with world-famous tourist attractions 

and scenery, busy market towns and some of England's most 

attractive and friendly village communities.  

The Landscape Trust works to promote awareness of these 

treasures, encourage their enjoyment by both local people and 

visitors and secure their protection, enhancement and 

productive use for future generations.  

For more information, visit http://www.nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk   

 



 

 
 

 


