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WHO TO CONTACT.:

Team Rector: Revd. Canon Deborah Larkey (Day off Friday): Tel: 01672 851746
deborahlarkey@btinternet.com The Rectory, Woodborough, Pewsey, SN9 5PH
Team Vicars: Revd. Jennifer Totney, Tel: 01672 562886 jennifer.totney@gmail.com
The Rectory, Pewsey, SN9 5DL (Day off Thursday)

Revd Mark Windsor, Tel: 01672 564265 markwindsor923@btinternet.com,

The Vicarage, Wilcot, Pewsey, SN9 5NS. (Day off Thursday).

Curate: Revd. Dr. Colin Heber-Percy, Tel: 01264 731386 colinheberpercy@gmail.com
Licensed Lay Ministers: Margery Jones, Anne Mantle, Libby Turner

Rural Dean: Revd. Canon Gerald Osborne, Tel: 01672 563459

PEWSEY TEAM OFFICE: Bouverie Hall, Pewsey 01672 562221
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 11am to 3pm; Wednesday 12noon to 3pm.
EMAIL: team.office@valeofpewsey.org website: http//www.valeofpewsey.org

CHURCHWARDENS
Upavon Mr Bill Bracher (01980) 630173
Rushall Vacancies
Charlton St Peter Mrs Rosie Cunningham 630321
Mrs Ali Lacey 630385
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Mr Bill Bracher 630173
Mrs Caroline Larken 630432
Mrs Anne Prince 630008

UPAVON RUSHALL & CHARLTON LINK
Link Line 07501 004349

TOGETHER MAGAZINE ADVERTISING AND REVENUE and items of news or
notices for the next issue, contact the Together team, Tel: 01980 630023 or
email: togethermag@btinternet.com by the 15th of the month, please.

Please contact a member of the clergy to discuss Baptisms, Weddings,
Funerals, Confirmation, the Blessing of your home, Service of Prayer and
Dedication, Renewal of Wedding Vows. To visit in hospital, and the dying at
home or in hospital. The clergy are here to help and serve, with our Lay
Pastoral Assistants

HOSPITAL VISITS - If you need a visit in hospital, or know someone who has been
taken in who would like a visit, please contact a member of the clergy.

HOME COMMUNIONS - If you know someone who is unable to get to church and
wishes to receive Communion, please contact Bill Bracher on 01980 630173 and he
will make arrangements for this to happen.
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THE CLERGY LETTER

Over the last few weeks we’ve heard a great deal about the late Professor
Stephen Hawking. Arguably the most brilliant theoretical physicist of the last
fifty years, his work (I'm told!) has vastly deepened our understanding of the
universe, pushing out (and back) to the very limits of space and time. Perhaps
inevitably, as the current boundary of the known is breached by marvellous
minds like Professor Hawking'’s, we're asked to address again that old
chestnut — the role of religion.
To secularists, thanks to the work of Hawking and his colleagues, God
becomes a ‘God of the gaps,” a God resorted to and deployed increasingly
rarely to explain the increasingly rare gaps in our knowledge of the universe.
This God of the gaps is a diminished, largely redundant ex-creator. God in
retreat, compulsorily retired; God joins the dole queue. So this ‘God of the
gaps’ is a concept Christians are predisposed to reject.
But here | must admit — | actually quite like the label ‘God of the gaps.’ In fact |
think Christians shouldn’t reject it, but reclaim it. It's a thought that’s occurred
to me recently when spending time with families coming to terms with the loss
of a loved one. Inevitably, they talk of a gap in their lives.
Contrary to some outdated psycho-therapeutic ideas, the last thing these
people are looking for is ‘closure.” Grieving people don’t want to close these
awful new gaps in their lives; they know that healing isn’t in closing, but in
remaining open. These gaps are precious. Our lives are better, more painful
perhaps, but richer for the gaps.
In Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, the Controller of the ghastly ‘Utopian’
society says to the Savage: “We prefer to do things comfortably.” And the
Savage replies:

| don’t want comfort. | want God, | want poetry, | want real danger, |

want freedom, | want goodness. | want sin.
In other words, he wants gaps. Tears. Regrets. Battles.
A life without gaps wouldn’t be a human life any more than a comb without
gaps would be useful to a hairdresser.
Jesus wept at the grave of his friend Lazarus. He knows that to be human is
to have uncomfortable gaps in our lives, in our hearts. Sadnesses. Loss.
So I'm all for a God of the gaps, a God who inhabits and shares those sad
spaces of our lives, the missing places. And when we get to the gaps, we
always find God got there before us. A God who comes to the gaps, not
glossing over them, or closing them. But filling them with love.
Frankly, like Professor Hawking, I’'m not much interested in a God firing a
divine starting pistol, or a celestial explosives expert. But a God of the gaps,
who shares our sadness and suffering, who does not just account for space,
but fills it, gaps and all, with endlessly generous love — that God | believe in
with my whole if gappy heart.
Yours in Christ,
Colin Heber-Percy



From the Registers

Funerals:
May they rest in Peace.

Josephine Ford, died 16th March 2018. Funeral Service on 20th March at St
Peter’s, Manningford.

Dawn English, died 5th March 2018. Funeral Service on 23rd March at St
Mary’s, Upavon.

'Thy Kingdom Come' 10th to 20th May
Walking and pilgrimage and prayer between Ascension and Pentecost
as we wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Thursday 10th May Ascension Day

6.00pm Meet at Oare school for those who wish to walk

6.30pm Eucharist at St Nicholas, Huish, followed by refreshments
Sunday 14th May

4pm Meet at St John's Church for Walk and picnic at Pewsey white horse.
Tuesday 15th May

2pm Afternoon walk Meet at Alton Barnes White Horse (Adam's grave) car
park

Friday 18th May

Day walk from Devizes along the Wansdyke

Meet at 10am at Devizes Roundway Hill near the White Horse

We will have cars ready to collect during the day

For more information, to walk, to help with lifts and with any questions
please contact Jennifer.

Rev'd Jennifer Totney
Team Vicar, Vale of Pewsey Team
The Rectory, Church St, Pewsey SN9 5DL. 01672 562886

Easter flowers in St Mary’s Church
Thank-you to everyone who gave money for Easter flowers in the church. The
church was beautifully decorated by our dedicated team of flower arrangers.

'A Tale of Two Cities: How can you live in Babylon
with your heart in Jerusalem?"

An exploration of the book of Daniel
Wednesday 2nd May 7.30pm
St John's Church, Pewsey
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Our next coffee morning will be held in the church on

Saturday26 Maybetween 10am and 12 noon
We look forward to welcoming gu

(

St Mary’s Church, Upavon

St Mary’s PCC has received an offer from their insurers,
Ecclesiastical Insurance. To celebrate their 130™ anniversary,
Ecclesiastical is offering to donate £130 to St Mary’s for every

new home insurance policy taken out by our clergy, church
workers, volunteers or members of our congregation before 31°
December 2018.

To take advantage of this offer visit
www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 * or call 0800 783 0130 and
quote TRUST130.

*Terms and conditions apply and can be viewed on the offer website page
above

CHARLTON ST PETER 100 CLUB

Our March 100 Club Draw took place in church after our PCC meeting on
Monday 26" March at 8pm. Congratulations to the lucky winners:-

£100 C. Perry (Charlton) No. 9

£50 T. Callingham (Charlton) No. 34
£50 L. Whicher (Winchester) No. 89
£25 S. Joliffe (Charlton) No. 56

£25 J. Darby (Charlton) No.78

Our April 100 Club Draw will take place in Church after our Service on
Sunday 22M April at 6pm and we will publish the winners in the next
magazine.

We still have a few numbers available, so if you are interested in purchasing
number for £5 a month, please contact Ali Lacey 630385.

(Licensed by Wiltshire Council for the Vale of Pewsey Team of Churches.)




When you need transport - help is at hand
Upavon Rushall and Charlton Link -

0750 100 4349

Did you know that Upavon Rushall and Charlton Link can
assist with a variety of transport requirements, including:

1 Attending medical and other
appointments, such as visiting a solicitor

1 Collecting important items shopping,
prescriptions, libray books

1 Visiting friends and relatives in hospital
and care homes

1 Making it possible for you to attend a
club, daycentre or other social
engagements

1 Assisting with unexpected situations
gKSY @e2dz OF yQu 3Si

Charity No. 1001089
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PLANT SALE
At 10 - 12 am Saturday 5 May
Upavon Village Hall

Refreshments available, including bacon butties,
tea, coffee and soft drinks

The event was very successful last year and we will be selling a
variety of perennials and annuals at very low prices as
everything is donated. All proceeds will be shared equally
between the Wiltshire Air Ambulance and St Mary’s Church.

Do you have any surplus seedlings or are you dividing clumps?
We are looking for donations. Call Sarah on 07791198852 or
01980 630951 if you would like donated plants to be collected
anytime up to 4 May. Or bring them along to the Village Hall
between 5-6pm on 4 May when we will be setting up.



An Evening of Jazz and Wine

at Upavon Church
Friday 18th May 7:30pm

ALmana

Jazz, Blues, Soul and Motown




ANNOUNCEMENT

You are invited to
UPAVON?’s
PICNIC IN THE PARK

To be held 7 July 2018
COMMUNITY CENTRE PLAYING FIELD
12 until 4

Bring your picnic or hot barbie food available
BAR
Live Music supplied by Cat n Mouse
Tug of War: Antelopers v Shipmates
Treasure hunt
Pifata
Fun games for all !

Hawaiian Beach Party Theme:
Join in the FUN: Fancy Dress
Optional.



UPAVON VILLAGE HALL
NEEDS NEW COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

The members of the present Village Hall
Committee would like to invite new
members to join us -

We are looking for people to help with the general running of the Hall (which is
a registered Charity) and who have ideas about events, activities, social
evenings etc. that could take place in the Hall, which has recently been

redecorated and is looking good!

If you'd like to talk about this, please phone
Pat Eyre on 01980-630862 or Clive Willis 01980-630656

Summer Visitors

House Martins These lovely migrant birds fly from Africa to nest in the British Isles,
many come to our area. Please do not remove their mud nests from the eaves of
houses. The birds really don’t cause too much mess and they get very distressed if all
their hard work is destroyed. If they cannot raise their broods then another species will
be endangered.

Swallows Swallows always return to their old nest sites. Please leave accesses open
for them. If, for security, accesses have to be shut, swallows will fly through small
openings to reach their nesting sites.

Swifts Their centuries old nesting sites are fast disappearing. They require an access
‘tunnel’ at least 18 inches long with a small entrance hole. Established sites in Upavon
are in the Church and under the eaves of Gisburne House. There may be others —
please do not block the tunnels. Swifts spend as much as nine months on the wing and
are known to nap whilst flying!

To report Swift nest sites please tell us, Bradford on Avon Swift Group, at
climatechampions@gmail.com. For advice if you find an injured Swift please contact
Wiltshire Wildlife Hospital 07850 778752. For general advice on all things Swift, have a
look at www.swift-conservation.org

Should you require any advice about these birds or how to obtain artificial nesting
boxes, please telephone The Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 01380 725670.
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UBJA

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE

For an Active, Stimulating, Creative and Enjoyable Retirement
join Pewsey Vale U3A and follow your own interests whilst making new friends

1 Military History 1 Badminton 1 Computers <="taa e
1 Scrabble 1 Evolving English 1 Local History

1 Cooking for beginners { Gardening 1 Mahjong

1 Ukulele 1 Knitting and Crochet 1 Skittles

1 Whist 1 History of Transport 1 Bowls

1 Yoga T Quilting 9 Orienteering

1 Birdwatching 9 Table Tennis 9 Singing for Pleasure
9 Book Circles 1 French Conversation 1 Country Dancing

1 Walking 9 Practical Photography 1 Luncheon Club

9 Spanish Conversation § Art 1 Travel Club

9 Traveller's Tales 1 Bridge 1 and more

For more information see www.pewseyvaleu3a.co.uk or phone 01980 630084

RUSHALL & CHARLTON ST PETER VILLAGE HALL

In Rushall we have a modern hall with under-floor heating.
A large well fitted kitchen and off street private parking for 28 Cars

I_\/Iay
5" Coffee Morning 10am — 12 Noon

17" Bingo 7.30pm — 9.00pm

June
2" Coffee Morning 10am — 12 Noon
21° Bingo 7.30pm — 9.00pm

Email: RCVH2000@gmail.com
Phone: 07976 805 592




UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 16 May, to include the Annual
Parish Meeting, at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. The minutes of the meeting
may be inspected on the Parish Council website: www.upavonpc.co.uk, or on
request at the Post Office.

Any resident of the village wishing to raise a matter with the Parish Council
should, in the first instance, contact the new Parish Clerk, Mrs Tracey Pullen
mobile: 07554 017147; e-mail: upavonclerk@outlook.com (or she can be
contacted through the Parish website), at least 48 hours before a meeting in
order that a considered response may be made.

Salisbury Plain training area information will henceforth be available on the
Parish Council notice board, or on the website:www.upavonpc.co.uk

Dates of Parish Council meetings for 2018:
Wed. 18 July; Wed. 19 September; Wed. 21 November.

MOBILE LIBRARY DATES:
May 14: Upavon, Fairfield 10 - 10.25; Watson Close, 10.35 — 11am.

UPAVON ALLOTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR RENT

Allotment plots are available to rent. For more information, contact Malcolm
Webber (Malcolm.webber23@btinternet.com) or Justin Ormand
(Justin.ormand@gmail.com). who will be delighted to tell you a bit more, and
ultimately welcome you to the Upavon Allotment Society.

SAFETY AWARENESS

Despite repeated reminders, Police continue to receive complaints of vehicle break-ins
and property stolen after being left in full view of robbers.

Pay particular attention at beauty spots when taking the dog for a walk.

Please, please, follow this simple advice:

Don’t leave any bags, empty or not on display, valuables including laptops, satnavs,
mobile phones, handbags, credit cards or vehicle documents in your car. - Do not
leave items of value in the boot, you are being watched. - Don’t leave coats/jackets on
show in the vehicle as a thief will want to see if there is anything valuable in the
pockets. - Clean satnav suction marks off your windscreen, as leaving them is an
immediate advert to thieves that a satnav is in the vehicle. Make sure no satnav
attachments are left visible in your vehicle. - Remove your stereo if you can, mark it
with the vehicle registration number if you can’t. - Leave your glove box open to show
there is nothing in it. - If you own a van, make sure you remove your tools overnight
and display an appropriate sign in the rear window making this clear. Don’t leave
documents on display where personal information can be seen, this information can be
used to defraud you.

Gerry Ward
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ENFORD FILM CLUB
Dates for the Spring / Summer Season

Tuesday 22nd May “Darkest Hour”

Starring Gary Oldman as Churchill in an Oscar Winning Performance
Tuesday 26th June “Paddington Bear 2” for young and old!
Starring Hugh Bonneville, Julie Walters, Jim Broadbent, Hugh Grant

Film Club is generally held on the 4th Tuesday of the month.

Doors open at 7.00 p.m. with the bar open until 7.30 p.m. when the film starts.
Tickets £5 Please book in advance if possible to help with the
administration!

Lifts can be arranged for anyone who would like to come - so do let us know if
you would like to be collected and taken home.

If you wish to join the Mailing List, would like to book Tickets, or need a Lift
please contact 01980 670501 or email enfordvillagehall@btinternet.com

Praise and Poetry

Sunday, 20th May, 4pm at St James’,
North Newnton ‘the pretty church by the stream’

Join us for Tea & Cake followed by well-known hymns,
poetry & prose on the theme: A special place
An informal event for all ages.

Let us know if you have a favourite hymn, would like to read a poem / prose
(or have someone else read it), please contact us by Monday 14" May.
Jennifer Brisker jbriskerl@aol.com 01672 851925
Sandra Hopwood sandra.hopwood@virgin.net 01980 630271

Young People's Art Exhibition

St James' North Newnton, - 'the pretty church by the stream’
Sunday, 20th May to 24th June Entries welcomed from all ages:
A4 size, any medium, on the theme 'A favourite place’
Please deliver to St James' no later than Friday 18th May
Contact: Jennifer Brisker 01672 851925
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UPAVON 500 CLUB MONTHLY DRAW

The winning numbers for April 2018 were drawn in The Antelope on Monday
9™ April at 7.30pm.

Congratulations to this Month’s winners:

£33.00 175 L Bessant Downview
£16.00 3 Mr M Smith Jarvis Street
£13.00 82 Mr J Cabra Jarvis Street
£10.00 263 Mr Smith Fairfield
£7.00 30 Mrs S Connon Devizes Road
£6.00 120 Mrs L Walford Priory Cottage
£5.00 465 Mrs Blinko Fairfield
£4.00 479 Mr M Smith Downview
£3.00 334 Mrs D Sweetman Jarvis Street
£3.00 44 Mrs V Horsnell Jarvis Street
£3.00 384 Mr T Bird Riverside

There were 176 in this Month’s draw and the next draw will take place in The
Ship on Monday 8" May 2018.

Numbers are £1 per month and Membership Forms are available from: Linda
Ward Tel: 07976 805 592 or Verina Horsnell Tel: 07720 884 680. The more
subscriptions that are collected, the higher the prizes will be.

500 Club Grants for the Year 2017-2018
The Committee would be happy to receive any requests for grants from
Upavon or Rushall organizations by the end of 23" May 2018 as the AGM
will be held on Wednesday 30" May in the Village Hall at 7.00pm. Please
tell us the object of the grant, the amount of money that you would like and if
you have other funds available for the project. Please send your application in
writing to Mrs L Ward, 12, Jarvis Street, Upavon.SN9 6DU,
Tel: 07976805592, or any other Member of the Committee of the 500 Club
Mrs L Ward, Hon Treasurer

THE ARTS SOCIETY PEWSEY VALE MONTHLY LECTURES
Bouverie Hall, Pewsey , SN9 5QE

Monday 14th May
‘Giles: His Life, Times and Cartoons’ by Barry Venning
“A catalogue of Giles cartoons is a history of our times”. A likeable and

humane satirist, was also a war correspondent, a spreader of happiness and a

genius with the common touch.
Please note our new website is www.theartssociety-pewseyvale.com

The hall is open from 7 pm with lectures beginning at 7:30 pm for
approximately one hour. Coffee/tea and wine is served from 7 pm.
New members very welcome. To apply for membership and for information on
attendance at the lectures please contact pewseyvale @theartssociety.org



http://www.theartssociety-pewseyvale.com/
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Charity Quiz, Wine & Cheese night
In aid of The Cystic Fibrosis Trust
Rushall Village Hall

N
Saturday 19 ™ 7&8 Q7 May

A night full of fun, trivia, wine (or beer), cheese & biscuits 3 all in aid of
an important cause!
Tickets cost £10 per adult; includes cheese board and a glass of wine. Teams of four.
Buy tickets as a team or individually and we will place you. Cash bar available. Starts
at 1930.
Purchase tickets from Heidi Guille (contact via 07815 046782,
heidipardoe@gmail.com, or at bungalow next to Rushall village hall)
Cystic
Fibrosis Truak

PEWSEY & CHRISTCHURCH URC METHODIST CHURCH

Bright Hour Fellowship on alternate Thursdays in the Wesley Hall, Pewsey at 2.30pm.
Sunday services at 10.30am.
For all the Methodist news and details of events and services please see the website:
www.pewsey-methodist.org.uk

UPAVON BAPTIST CHAPEL , CHAPEL LANE, UPAVON

Please join us for Worship Services at 3.30 p.m.
2" SUNDAY EVERY MONTH
& for Prayer & Bible Study 7.30p.m.
4" FRIDAY EVERY MONTH
ALL WELCOME If you need a lift, pleaseQir&p5 782941/768000

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH of the HOLY FAMILY PEWSEY

Mass 6.00pm each Saturday website: marlborough@catholicweb.org.uk
Regular or occasional lifts can be arranged from Upavon to Tidworth
Garrison Catholic Mass in St Patrick’s Church, at 9am each Sunday, please
telephone Marian Cope 01980 635366

UPAVON VILLAGE HALL
With Fully Equipped Kitchen

Available for hire at very reasonable charges. Booking diary held at The Village Store.
All bookings must be confirmed by contacting the voluntary caretaker at
29 Jarvis Street. (01980) 630656
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